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Summary:   
The project will replace the existing windows at the Des Moines City Hall building The project is estimated to begin 
in July 2010 and completed by November 2010 at a cost of $450,000.The Board reviewed this item at the May 4 
meeting and requested more technical information on glass options and a preferred alternative for wood framed 
windows. 
 
Scope of Review – Board to make recommendation to City Council on: 

 Design review of renovation /remodeling/new construction for City-owned or leased project 
 Design review for urban renewal project with specific development requirements  
 Whether a proposed urban renewal project qualifies for funding from tax increment. 
 Whether the level of financial assistance funded from tax increment revenues proposed for a specific 

individual project are reasonable and appropriate. 
 The selection of urban renewal sites for clearance or rehabilitation and problems relating to acquisition, 

clearance or rehabilitation of property, relocation of displaced persons and disposition of acquired property.  
 Skywalk System 
 Other 

 
Urban Design Review Board Action:  
The Board is asked to make its recommendation to City Council regarding the proposed project. 
 
 
Staff Recommendation:   
Staff recommends approval as presented, pending any Board comments. 
 
 
Background:  
 
The project will replace the current windows which were installed in 1978. The replacement design has been 
conducted with an interest in replicating the original patterning. At the May 4 meeting, the Board provided 
comments on the proposed glass and framing planned for the project. The comments are included below. The 
project architect will respond to the comments at the May 18 meeting. 
 
 
Minutes on this item from May 4 
 
Board Comments 
 

• Clear glass is strongly preferred, seen to provide “aliveness” to buildings 
• Aluminum clad wood framed windows are preferred, even if phasing the project is necessary 
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• Need more investigation into wood windows as an alternative 
• Budget and schedule challenges are acknowledged 

 
Consensus of the Board was to have the project return with greater technical information on glass options, and a 
wood solution, with the goal to have the highest standard and value in the design. 
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